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in the form of naked capitalist exploitation of land and labour
or in the benign forms of legitimate commerce, missions and
government, comes into the life of colonial peoples as an alien
revolutionary force. The effects of this have been too often
described to need recapitulation here. But it must be pointed
out that the worst excesses of the white man's rapacity in the
tropics, no less than the more constructive enterprises of Euro-
pean capital, technology and missions are all part of the same
institutional fabric of Western civilization; that a money economy
has a similar social impact on a pre-scientiflc people among the
free cocoa farmers of the Gold Coast and in the South African
native reserves; that "Western education and missions produce
similar results in Samoa and in West Africa. It is this that justifies
the anthropologist in trying to analyse what happens in terms of
a "clash of cultures" or an "impact of Western civilization on
primitive society." The effect of this impact is to bring about the
disorganization of native society to a greater or less degree.

It has been thus throughout the history of European colo-
nization. In the extreme case, among extant colonial peoples,
the disintegration is almost catastrophic owing to the physical
disruption of native society by an excessive drain on its man-
power. This has happened in Nyasaland, for example. In the
most benign cases, as in Northern Nigeria, where contact is
practically limited to commerce and a paternalistic administra-
tion, the effect has been merely to set up new strains in the social
structure and to start a slow process of social erosion. In the
intermediate case, as in the Gold Coast Colony, the internal
contradictions due to contact are more acute and the process of
social dis-articulation has gone far. Contradictory patterns
of wants and economic opportunities engendered by the entry
of West Africa into the world market and the adoption of a
money economy result in indebtedness and excessive litigation.
Political conflict between the traditional native authorities and
new social classes brought into being by the new social and
economic forces at work in the country is kept in check only
by the vigilance of the British administration. Last, but most